[The antilysozyme activity of bacteria in the genus Klebsiella].
The ability to inactivate lysozyme was found in representatives of three species of the genus Klebsiella bacteria: K. pneumoniae (117 strains), K. rhinoscleromatis (104 strains), K. ozaenae (90 cultures). The test cultures displayed a different antilysozyme activity, inactivating from 2 to 30 micrograms/ml of the enzyme. Taking into account the lysozyme role in the immunity and chitin synthesis processes in the organism of insects, the inactivation of the enzyme by Klebsiella may be considered as one of possible mechanisms of the entomopathogenic action of these bacteria.